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defensive and now await the Allies' blows, and
Haig was rapidly completing his preparation for
attack. At the beginning of the year he had
stated his opinion that if the Germans embarked
on a general offensive, it must end in disaster to
them. Now, only seven months later, he was
about to prove the truth of his prediction.

The fourth anniversary of the \yar fell during the
final preparations. He directed that a special
Thanksgiving Service should be held at his head-
quarters, to give thanks to God for the guidance
of Providence that had brought the Empire and
the Army through the trials of the years that had
passed, and to beseech that it be not withdrawn
until victory crowned their efforts. It was a very
real thanksgiving and prayer from the British
Commander-in-Chief. " Only by trusting in
Christ," he commented about this time, " can we
have confidence in grave responsibilities." The
suggestion was made that a bishop from home
should conduct the service. Haig would have
none of it. " No one," he said, " but a chaplain
who has seen service with the troops in the front
line can interpret the feelings of the Army at
such a time as this." Himself a Presbyterian, he
wished all ministers of religion to take their part in
the service. " You can draw lots," he said, " as
to the order in which they come."

To the troops he issued a general order, thank-
ing them for their " devoted bravery and un-
shaken resolution " in the dark days that were
now over. " I know," he wrote, " that they will